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Foundational Religious Beliefs in Classical Myths
	The ancient Greek religion is composed of rituals, beliefs, and mythology, which originated from Ancient Greece. They form part of popular cult practices and public religion. In the case of classical myths, different religious traditions form the foundational religious beliefs that are practiced today. 
	The argument about the function of a myth, in justifying rituals, was adopted from Ancient Greece. In modern times, it is believed that myths are earlier accounts of the values and social customs of society.  They provide evidence of fertility and the stages of development of human beings, which are magical, religious, and scientific (Mark, 2018). Myths and rituals have thus played a role in helping in the reconstruction of these thoughts and beliefs. The role of myths is to explain rituals that are considered to be unintelligible. For example, the myth of Attis' self-castration was used in explaining how the priests of Attis' cult were castrated at his festival (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). These situations, as possessed in mythical texts, are present in life and customs. There have been attempts by religious scholars to understand the ritual purposes of classical myths. Studies on rituals connected to New Year’s celebrations and sacred kingship have created a connection to classical myths. For example, the epic Enuma Elish is a representation of the New Year’s Festival in Babylon (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014).  This has been the same case in the study of myths and rituals in Ancient Greece.  
	Apart from myths and rituals, there are sacred objects that are found in religious traditions, practices, and beliefs. For example, sacred images are common in most religions (Mark, 2018). While they are a representation of the realities of the figures, sacred objects are material aspects of myth. It can be referred to as religious symbolism, which is an aspect of classical myths. The majority of these symbolic representations can be found in classical myths. For example, there is limited representation in human form, just like it is in classical myths. This is especially true in cult practices. The representation in cults today is in the form of animal and geometric figures (Mark, 2018). There is also the use of masks in cults, just like it was in the case of Dionysus, a cult in the classical myths. 
	Foundational religious beliefs can be found in sacred texts. For example, the Hebrew Bible has been indicated to have material that contains mythical themes that are similar to those that were portrayed in the myths among the Ancient Chinese, Greeks, and Abenaki people (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). Israel was critical of myths that did not have approved narratives. For example, it did not approve of the representation of God in natural forms. Several religions that originated from Israel are critical of these myths. In the New Testament, the myths have been described as silly and godless (Mark, 2018). However, in Islam, there is a slight acceptance of mythological stories. For example, the belief in the transcendence of God, as explained in the Quran, contains mythological aspects. The Islam religion also acknowledges myths of supernatural beings, that were referred to as jinn (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). The myth of supernatural beings is also common in popular belief. Further Islamic beliefs that are related to mythological stories include motifs about the end of time, the existence of 12 imams, Prophet Muhammad's descendants, who originated from Ali, his son-in-law. For example, Muslims believe that truth and justice will be brought to mankind by the 12th imam. 
	The Buddhists and the Hindus are more tolerant of mythological stories. In the sacred scriptures of the Hindus, there is a theme that shows the contrast between the One and the Many (Mark, 2018). This is related to the poem Bhagavadgita, which shows the difference between a person who sees infinity in an ordinary finite world, and another person who only sees diversity in appearances. This is reflected in Indian religious statuary and the Indian society (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). On the other hand, Buddhism embraces the teachings of the Buddha. For example, Buddhists embrace the importance of pursuing the path to enlightenment. They also believe in mythical figures such as Yamantaka and Jambhala. In classical myths, Yamantaka has a necklace made of skulls while Jambhala is a god of wealth (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). 
	The popular religious belief about the afterlife can be linked to classical myths. Almost all religions around the world believe in the afterlife. In Ancient Greece, the underworld was where the spirits of the dead went (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). The underworld was ruled by Hades, the brother of Zeus. In popular belief, Christians believe in the existence of the underworld, which is ruled by Satan. However, it is only for those who sin. Classical myths have various beliefs about the afterlife including a place of torment and a place of pleasure. In popular beliefs, Christians believe in the existence of hell and heaven. While hell is for sinners, heaven is for those that take the path of God. 
	In ancient times, religion and mythology could not be separated. It involved all aspects such as rituals, belief in supernatural beings, and cults among others. However, today, religions have separated myths from reality. Despite this, the main common factor between classical myths and modern religion is the fact that they all focus on the spiritual aspect of human beings. 
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